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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 imposes a 
duty on local planning authorities to survey and keep under review their district 
for areas which are of special architectural or historic interest, the character of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, and to designate those areas as 
conservation areas. This duty is an ongoing requirement of local authorities.

Conservation area appraisals are produced in order to identify the special 
architectural and historic character of significant areas, to guide development 
and to inform effective management plans. 

Catley Lane Head area is recommended for conservation area designation in 
order to provide a framework for controlled and positive change in the hamlet. 
Establishing a conservation area would help to protect the heritage of this well 
preserved and relatively sensitively restored hamlet by bringing attention to its 
unique landscape and architecture as well as provide the local community with 
strong sense of identity and pride. 

This report requests approval for initiating public consultation of the Catley 
Lane Head draft conservation area appraisal. 

Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that the Rochdale Township Committee:
 Approves for public consultation the draft conservation area appraisal 

attached in Appendix 1
 Approves the consultation strategy for the conservation area as set out 

in this report, following which a further report will be brought to the 
Township Committee detailing the results of the consultation and to 
seek adoption of the final appraisal

Reason for Recommendation



3.1

3.2

Catley Lane Head is considered to be an area of historic and architectural 
interest worthy of preservation and enhancement. The production of a draft 
conservation area appraisal has established the intrinsic heritage value of the 
area and its setting, local consultation and feedback will support the appraisal 
resulting in a comprehensive document that will assist the council when 
assessing development proposals through the planning process. 

Catley Lane Head demonstrates vernacular architecture which reflects the 
historic industries along the line of historic routes. The evolution of the hamlet 
is still evident in the built environment and landscape, including mill ponds and 
farmland. The general character of the proposed conservation area is typified 
by its use of vernacular architecture and materials and its rural setting. This 
applies also to the historic Cotton Famine Road, which is a predominant 
feature of the proposed conservation area. The conservation area designation 
was recommended by the Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Association. 

Key Points for Consideration

4.1

4.2

Whilst the level of publicity to be made to the draft conservation area appraisal 
is discretionary, it is proposed to allow a period of public consultation of 28 
days on the draft document. This accords with best practice. 

Proposed consultation:

It is proposed to undertake consultation on a number of levels
 Consultation of amenity and other groups: Consultation on the draft 

appraisal will take place with local heritage and amenity groups within 
the Township.  

 Consultation of owners/tenants: Letters will be sent out to all property 
owners and occupiers within the proposed Catley Lane Head 
Conservation Area directing interested parties to the Council website 
and local libraries (where hard copies will be made available). 
Invitations to contact or meet with relevant members of the Planning 
Department regarding this will also be offered.

 Media: Work will be carried out with the RBC Communications Team to 
publicise consultation and proposals on the RBC website, through 
social media and a press release. The results of these consultations will 
inform the final appraisal document. A summary of the public responses 
to the document will be presented in a subsequent report to Township 
seeking Member adoption of the appraisal.

Alternatives Considered

 To not undertake a detailed conservation area appraisal at this time 
would result in a lack of appreciation of the heritage value and leave the 
area vulnerable to development of its physical fabric and rural setting. 

 To seek to adopt the conservation area appraisal without obtaining 
local feedback into its development would also undermine the value 
and quality of the appraisal. 



Costs and Budget Summary

5.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report

Risk and Policy Implications

6.1

6.2

The process of reviewing the condition and status of areas of architectural 
and historic interest mitigates the risk of loss of buildings and features of 
special interest along with the context and setting of the heritage assets.

There are no significant policy implications arising from this report.

Consultation

7.1 This report is the start of a formal consultation process. There has been 
involvement in drawing up this conservation area appraisal by Rooley Moor 
Neighbourhood Association. A further report will come to Rochdale Township 
for formal adoption of the Catley Lane Head Conservation Area following the 
public consultation. 

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. Catley Lane Head Conservation 
Area Appraisal Draft Document

For Further Information Contact: Kaija-Luisa Kurik, Kaija-
luisa.Kurik@Rochdale.Gov.UK


